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Gendered Diversity at french Gender characters depend on
university societies

Margaret Mead : an american anthropologist

e R T

1-Gendered socialization since childhood

2-Impact on Study orientation in France
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WHY ?

Are girls and boys' brains different ? NO : studies
showed that there are more differences among
girls's brains or boys' brains than among
girls/boys' ones.

Ex : more differences between a musician girl's
brain and no musician girl's brain, than between
musician boy's and musician girl's one : it is the
activity which build the brain.

Socialization = Discourses, interactions, objects
that surround us since childhood.

Toys : boys are building, girls are
taking care

Socialization starts when you are

And impacts your self-estime

The way we are built drives our
choices : The glass walls

eHigh school girls rate vs specialities

Girls rate Premiére Terminale
55,5 56
Sciences 45,6 45,4
Literature 78,8 79,2
Social sciences 60,7 80,7

In France, In high school science speciality is considered as higher level.
Despite that girls get better marks, they do not choose the best path.
This is an example of the impact of having a lower self-esteem.

After High School this continues : Despite there are
more girls in university they do not choose the more
selective path.

(source : Regards sur la parité, INSEE, 2003)

Boys Girls
University 62 66
IUT (polytechnics) 12 8
Preparation schools 13 10
Others (working, nurse 1,2 57
schools...)

And when Women chose science, they do not
go everywhere but mostly in caring specialities.

Tableau I-7. Proportion de femmes dans les filiéves scientifiques de 1971 4 2010 (en %o) =

Médecine Medical studies 32 a4 514 58,1 59,8
Sciences (maths, physique, chimie, biologie) 33 33 38 37 30,1
Sciences et structure de la matiere Materials sc. 346 34 36,1
Sciences pour Fingénieur  E|ocyicity Mechanids 215 21 221 180
Sciences de la nature et de la vie Biologie 54,9 57,1 62,5
IUT (sections industrielles) Technical 16 215 195 20,8 20,6
Ecoles d’ingénieurs Engineering School 6 16 22,4 24,5 281
Ensemble (toutes filieres) Al universities 46 51 56 56,1 56,1

tablean 1ssu de
1a vie et les sciences
ifs en médecme. et e

EX. DEP. pow les amnecs 19°1. 10
it 1993 les staristiques regroupent
w1971, les femumes seprésentaient

Souree pour Taanee 2010
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French paradoxes

 In France, there are more girls tahn boys in
university, and since 2000, more girls have PHD.

oIn France, 51,5 % of women work (61,8 % for
men)

e They don't stop working when they have children
(some stop at the third child)

oBUT..... girls don't choose most selective studies.
#And they don't have most well paid jobs.

The study choices impact the career paths and is one of the
causes of gender inequalities in the professionnal world.

Women rate in careers from 1954 to 2007 (INSEE, Recensements)

1954 (1962 |1975 |1982 (1990 |[1999 |2007

Agriculteurs 415 (384 (337 |[371 (369 (34 29,1
Artisans, 372 353 |327 (336 (318 |30,1 (27,7
commergants

Cadres, prof. 13,3 16,3 (21,8 |24,8 30,6 344 (379
intellectuelles

sup
Professions 36,7 (339 |376 (40,3 (42 46,1 |51,5
intermédiaires

Employés 52,8 66,4 |71 72,4 76,1 76 76,2
Quvriers 22,7 (196 |20,6 (20,7 (191 196 (188
Ensemble 34,8 344 (374 40,7 42,4 44,7 |47

How to improve ?

1. the laws
2. the representations
3-Self esteem and empowerment
4. Company organization

1. laws for equality

=2001 : Obligation for companies to organize a
gender equality plan.

=2011 : law on boards of directors :
obligation to increase the women rate in
company boards.(27% en 2011, objective de
40% d’ici 2017) ==> Against Glass ceiling

2. Work on representations :

Women in Science et Vie Junior : women can be a statue, or a robot, but
not a scientist

gz&s SCIENCEGVIE

3-Self esteem and empowerment

eYoucandoit!

olt's not natural, it's cultural and historical, so it
can be changed.

olt is for society improvment, for women... and for
men.

4-Company organisation

eHalf time jobs
eMobility
elnformal network
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